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Dear MENAGENers,
We are delighted to invite you to MENAGEN’s 2026 Cairo Study Tour to be held April 18-20, 2026.  Designed and managed by MENAGENers – Dr Christine Samy, Dr Salma Soliman and Sherine Abdel-Salam, this immersive event is designed for scholars in gender and entrepreneurship, and provides a unique opportunity to explore the landscape of women’s entrepreneurship in Cairo, Egypt, and the Arab world. Join us to contribute to academic and policy dialogues on women’s entrepreneurship, and be part of an inspiring journey towards innovative research and collaboration.
Study Tour Highlights:
1. Engage with women entrepreneurs and industry experts in Egypt.
2. Participate in expert-led professional development workshops focused on gender theories, entrepreneurship in development research, and contextualizing entrepreneurship research.
3. Collaborate with international peers to foster innovative research and new cross-cultural projects. 
4. Visit a selection of organizations involved in supporting and enabling women’s entrepreneurship in Cairo.
5. Visit the Grand Egyptian Museum
6. Attend the IERC 2026 held in Cairo immediately following the Study Tour - April 21-23, 2026.

Registration:
Applications from gender and entrepreneurship scholars worldwide are welcome.  Places are limited and priority will be given to the MENAGEN MPP mentees (current and former) and mentors, MENAGEN and GEN members and affiliates who are attending the IERC 2026, April 21 – 23, 2026. For more information about this conference, please visit https://event.fourwaves.com/ierc2026/pages 
The Study Tour’s application form is available here:  MENAGEN Cairo Study Tour 2025-26 Application Form – Fill in form

The deadline for submitting your Study Tour application is Monday December 15, 2025.  

Cost:
Given the generous sponsorship from the Babson Global Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership (BGCEL), the registration fee for the Study Tour is USD 150. This covers 2 nights hotel accommodation on April 18 and 19, 2026 at the Intercontinental Cairo Semiramis Hotel, transportation during the Study Tour, and meals. If you are attending the IERC 2026 in addition to the MENAGEN Study Tour, the special rates as shown in the table below will also cover the registration fee for the IERC:

	Early Bird - Before February 15, 2026
	After February 15, 2026

	· Researcher: USD 250
· PhD Student: USD 225
· Policymakers or Practitioners: USD 400 
	· Researcher: USD 275
· PhD Student: USD 250
· Policymakers or Practitioners: USD 525



If you are attending both the Study Tour and IERC 2026, after your Study Tour application is accepted, you will receive a registration code which will allow you to register with the special rates as noted in the table above, on the IERC 2026 website.  Details on this will follow after the Study Tour participants are selected.  
Further costs (at your own expense!) to consider will be additional hotel nights, Egypt visa fee, flights to and from Cairo, taxi from Cairo international airport to the hotel (approximately USD 30).

Study Tour Indicative Program:
April 18, 2026: Arrivals and explore Cairo at your leisure

14:00 –17:00:  optional - Zamalek walking tour 
 18.00:	Study Tour Welcome: Sunset Nile Felucca and Dinner 

	Day 1 Study Tour: April 19, 2026


	Time
	Session
	Location

	8.00 
	Meet in the hotel lobby
	InterContinental Cairo Semiramis Hotel

	8.30
	Travel to Greek Campus

	0900 - 1045
	Session 1: Welcome and Introduction 
Ecosystem Enablers – Supporting Egyptian Women’s Entrepreneurship
	Greek Campus

	1045 - 1100
	Refreshments break
	

	1100 - 1215
	Greek Campus Tour and Networking with Entrepreneurs  
	

	1215 - 1345
	Lunch
	

	1345 - 1500
	Travel to Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) and official Study Tour Photo
	Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM)

	1500 - 1700 
	Session 2: Walk and Talk 
	

	1700 - 1800
	Session 3: Social and Creative Ventures – Women Preserving Egyptian Heritage
	

	1800 - 1900
	Session 4: Egyptian Women in Tech and Digital Entrepreneurship
	

	1900 - 2000
	Dinner and networking with RiseUp Egypt ecosystem members 
	

	2000 - 2045
	Travel back to Hotel and end of Day 1



	Day 2 Study Tour: April 20, 2026


	Time
	Session
	Location

	0815 
	Meet in the hotel lobby
	InterContinental Cairo Semiramis Hotel

	0830
	Travel to Gemini Africa
	

	0900 - 0930
	Session 5: Entrepreneurship and Development in Egypt
	Gemini Africa

	0930 - 1030
	Session 6: MENAGEN Research Pitches
	

	1030 – 1130
	Travel to British University of Egypt (BUE)

	1130 - 1230
	Session 7: Entrepreneurship at BUE and BUE Innovation Park Tour
	British University of Egypt (BUE)

	1230 – 1300
	Light lunch
	

	1300 - 1415
	Session 8:  How Research with Women Entrepreneurs Shapes Policy, Practice and Pedagogy
	

	1415 - 1430
	Refreshments break
	

	1430 - 1545
	Session 9: Context Matters: Advancing Arab Women’s Entrepreneurship Research through Ecosystem and Institutional Perspectives
	

	1545 - 1600
	Travel to Madinety Open Air Mall

	1600 - 1730
	Study Tour Wrap-up, Action Planning and early dinner
	Madinety Open Air Mall

	1830
	Arrive back at Intercontinental Cairo Semiramis Hotel and 
End of Study Tour
	



Details of each session will be shared with participants in March 2026.
Visas for Egypt:  Please visit   to learn about obtaining your visa at the airport on arrival or obtaining in advance of travelling to Egypt.  This website also has information on the cost of the (tourist) Egypt visa etc.

We hope you will join us for MENAGEN Cairo Study Tour and the IERC 2026. In addition to the stimulating and thoughtful sessions and peer to peer exchange, Cairo is a vibrant and thought provoking destination!  If you have any queries, please do contact us asap.  We look forward to receiving your application before December 15th and all the best,
Haya, Hayfaa, Sara and Aliaa 

The Sponsor of the Study Tour
Babson Global Centre for Entrepreneurial Leadership (BGCEL): The Babson Global Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership (BGCEL), located at MBSC, was established with a mission to promote a sustainable entrepreneurial leadership culture and ecosystem in the Kingdom and the surrounding region. To advance its mission, BGCEL facilitates entrepreneurship research, education, and outreach initiatives serving the education, business, and public sectors.

The Co-Organizers of the Study Tour
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	Dr Christine Samy is a Senior Lecturer in Entrepreneurship & Innovation, at Leeds Trinity University (UK). In business and entrepreneurship research, we are often told that the real work begins with structured models, clean datasets, and neatly designed frameworks. But my work with marginalized women entrepreneurs in Egypt has taught me something different, the real insights live in aisles, kitchens, workshops, markets, and in stories shared over tea or on long bus rides. My research has always grown through these lived encounters and through being trusted with moments that never make it into formal interviews or surveys.  Co-organizing this study tour is a way for me to share that world with fellow early-career and international researchers who work on women’s entrepreneurship and the MENA region, and to show how much clarity and inspiration come from stepping into real places and meeting people where they are. I want others to experience the conversations that have shaped my own work and continue to ground it.
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	Dr Salma Soliman is an Assistant Professor of Management at Edinburgh Business School and Director of the Women, Enterprise and Leadership in the Middle East (WEL-ME) Research Center at Heriot-Watt University, Dubai campus. Salma’s research examines institutional environments in emerging MENA economies, with a focus on entrepreneurship, refugees, and gender studies. Her work has appeared in journals such as Academy of Management Discoveries and the International Journal of Management. As co-organizer of the Study Tour, Salma aims to highlight Egypt’s vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem and the contributions of women entrepreneurs from diverse backgrounds. She seeks to foster meaningful research collaborations that advance understanding of women’s entrepreneurship in Egypt and the wider MENA region.
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	Sherine Abdel-Salam Mohamed is a Teaching Fellow in Entrepreneurship and Strategy and the MSc Entrepreneurship Program Director at Hunter Centre for Entrepreneurship, Strategy and Innovation, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow-UK. As a prac-academic, her work centers on bridging the gap between theory and practice in designing and delivering entrepreneurship and economic empowerment programs to inform both her teaching and research. Her research interests lie in Entrepreneurship Education and in understanding how Entrepreneurship Support Organizations enable youth and women by promoting and strengthening entrepreneurship as a vehicle for social justice. Prior to academia, Sherine led a wide portfolio of entrepreneurship development initiatives in her native Egypt.  Co-organizing this Study Tour stems from my enthusiasm for Egypt’s rich and rapidly evolving entrepreneurial ecosystem. As a proud Egyptian, I am keen for MENAGENers to meet the people and places shaping the Egyptian entrepreneurship landscape and to experience the energy, creativity, and resilience that define women’s entrepreneurship in Egypt. 
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